
Many students with a liberal arts 

background will continue their 

studies as professional educators 

or educational researchers, per-

haps focusing on improving policy 

or pedagogy. For the aspiring edu-

cator, EBSCO’s Professional De-

velopment Center provides a 
highly specialized database con-

taining more than 550 education 

journals, of which more than 350 

are peer-reviewed. Titles such as 

Reading Teacher, Educational Lead-

ership, School Library Journal, and 

Education Digest grant the reader 

insights into techniques, challeng-

es, and best practices one should 

be familiar with. Read up on fund-

ing in higher education, literacy 

initiatives for both children and 

adults, or discover what makes a 

learning experience unique for 

people of differing cultural or eco-

nomic backgrounds.  

Check it out today! 

Outside the Box :  Professional 

Development Collection 
We’re here for you... 

Contact your librarian with ques-

tions or comments about your re-

sources! To see a complete listing 

of Liberal Arts databases, check out 

our LibGuide at:  

http://libguides.uah.edu/

databases/liberalarts. 
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A leading provider of content in the humanities and 

social sciences for many years, Project Muse’s scope 

of content benefits researchers in many fields of 

study. The multidisciplinary coverage ensures that 

Muse remains a valuable asset to a diverse college 

such as this. Initially founded as a non-profit collaboration between li-

braries and publishers, you’ll find a robust collection of full text, peer-

reviewed content from several university presses and scholarly socie-

ties. The search interface is intuitive, with basic options for searching by 

title, author, content, or publisher; however, a handy “browse” feature 

provides a glimpse into the care taken to categorize the journal content 

into major and related subject terms to quickly filter your searching. 

Philosophy, for example, has sub-categories readily available for topics 

like Aesthetics or Philosophy of Religion. Perhaps it is obvious your 

subject will be under History, but you need granular searching for mili-
tary history pertaining to specific conflicts. There are options for that. 

Give the Browse feature a try and see what Muse has for you! 

MLA International Bibliography functions as an 

index to books and articles published in the are-

as of modern languages, literature, folklore, 

dramatic arts, and linguistics. Coverage in-

cludes literature from all over the world. The types of materials indexed 

vary from scholarly articles to dissertations, dating back to the 1920’s in 

some cases. Explore literary criticism and theory or discover the histori-

cal aspects of the printing and publishing process. In addition to this 

content, you also gain access to the MLA Directory of Periodicals, a 

searchable directory of noted authors’ names and brief personal info, 

and the MLA’s thesaurus used to assign descriptors to each of the rec-

ords found in this bibliography. Learning to use this shared vocabulary 

empowers you as a researcher, so when you encounter a subject term in 

the MLA, check out the thesaurus to better understand its context. 

Did you know…? 

The top ten most cited political science journals from 2014 are 

accessible through Salmon Library, spread out in various col-

lections. Ask a librarian to find out more! 
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While Oxford University Press provides us with journal 

content in many areas of study, you’ll find several ti-

tles here representing the humanities and social sci-

ences. OUP functions as both a part of and a partner in  

academia, drawing on a prestigious research heritage to publish titles 

catered to scholarly researchers. You’ll find journals covering disciplines 

such as linguistics, ethics, social histories, or theological studies. If you 

are going to be researching or publishing in the realms of classical stud-

ies, it may well be worth your time to explore the Oxford Journal Collec-

tion. Once on the Oxford platform, select Arts & Humanities. You can 
then browse all of their subject relevant journals, view featured titles, and 

occasionally see global job opportunities posted. A slideshow in the cen-

ter of the page highlights anniversaries of certain historical events, and 

often OUP will offer free access to certain titles for a time to coincide with 

the event to foster new discussion and research opportunities. 

If you’ve been using our OneSearch Discovery tool on the 

library homepage over the past year, you may have noticed 

the new Research Starter entries popping up at the top of 

your results. These are meant to provide a good overview of 

the topic, or closely related topics, you searched for. They 

can help you decide on a direction to take your research go-

ing forward, better understand the key players or issues in a heated de-

bate, or point you toward other resources to grant more foundational 

concepts. As an example, search for Buddhism in OneSearch. The Re-

search Starter aggregates basic, key info on prominent sects and belief 
structures, major figures and events from history, sacred texts and plac-

es, and even recommends a few books and articles you can read to learn 

more.  These can be good ways to kickstart a new research project! 

EBSCO’s Research Starters 

Quick Tip: When using an EBSCO database such as Academic 

Search Complete, you can filter to only receive results contain-

ing images or illustrations by checking the “Image Quick 

View” box  in your search options. Try doing this, then search 

for “mandala.” Your results will be relevant to your search, 

with the added benefit of being limited to those containing pho-

tographs, diagrams, and other illustrations. This feature dis-

plays thumbnails of each image below the basic bibliographic 

information you’d normally get. Try searching for specific art-

ists or works of art and see what you can find! 

This database, provided by the Alabama Virtual 

Library, is designed to offer current news pertain-

ing to all branches of the military and government. 

You’ll find a mix of popular magazines, academic 

journals, and other content pertinent to these areas of study. The Military 

& Government Collection provides cover-to-cover full text for nearly 300 

journals and periodicals, with indexing and abstracts for more than 400 

titles. Certain titles cover specific branches, such as Naval Forces, FBI 

Law Enforcement Bulletin, or Air Force Comptroller. Others may discuss 

broader topics relevant across the board, such as Military Technology, 

Defence Studies, and Foreign Affairs. Aside from this periodical content, 

you’ll also get speeches, conference papers, some biographies, and 

even country reports useful as a quick reference for facts and figures.  

Serving as a guide to music periodical literature, 

EBSCO’s Music Index features content from 1970 to 

the present. More than 480 periodicals are in-

dexed, providing abstracts for articles about mu-

sic, musicians and the music industry. You’ll find a wide range of genres 

and periods covered here from around the world. You can delve into 

scholarly publications such as Ethnomusicology, Journal of Music Theory, 

or Women & Music. Several popular magazines are abstracted as well, 

such as Guitar World. Not every title is available to us in full text, but  this 

extensive bibliography is worth a look when you’re trying to track down 

information on unique topics, people, or even various societies. If you 

want to limit yourself to Salmon Library’s full text offerings, click the 

“Linked Full Text” option. You’ll lose several records from your result 

list, but you’ll get to the content you can fully access much quicker. 

Produced by the Buros Institute at 

the University of Nebraska, this is a 

comprehensive guide to over 

2,000 contemporary testing instru-

ments, primarily for disciplines in psychology or education. The MMY 

series contains information essential for a complete evaluation of test 

products, allowing users to make knowledgeable judgments and in-

formed selection decisions about the increasingly complex world of 

testing. The database coverage now begins with the initial volume of the 

print version and runs to the present. Each entry contains descriptive 

information, such as a test’s purpose, publisher, and scores. Tests in-

cluded are commercially available and published in English. 

AVL Spotlight: Military and Government Collection 


